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Summer tyres 
175/65 R14 T 
to 190 km/h A
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Weighting 20 % 40 % 10 % 10 % 20 % 100 % Tyre brands in +/- ranking

Falken  
Sincera SN832 Ecorun

51 C/A/69 1,6 2,2 3,8 2,3 2,5 2,3
+ Very well-balanced summer tyre, especially good in dry but also good 
in wet

Semperit 
Comfort-Life 2

52 E/C/70 2,3 2,0 3,5 2,1 2,5 2,4
+ Very well-balanced summer tyre, especially 
good in wet

Dunlop 
Street Response 2

62 C/B/68 1,8 2,6 3,6 1,9 2,5 2,6
+ Good in the dry
- Shows some weaknesses in wet compared to the top scorers

Kleber 

Dynaxer HP3
57 E/B/69 1,8 2,8 4,1 2,4 2,0 2,8

+ Good in the dry, relatively low wear 
- Somewhat weaker in wet, relatively high fuel consumption, pretty loud

Vredestein
T-Trac 2

54 E/B/70 2,5 2,8 3,8 1,8 2,0 2,8
+ Relatively low fuel consumption and wear 
- Somewhat weaker in wet

Apollo 
Amazer 4G Eco

49 C/B/70 1,8 2,9 3,5 1,6 2,5 2,9
+ Top marks for consumption, good in dry
- Somewhat weaker in wet

Pirelli  
Cinturato P1 Verde

64 C/B/69 2,4 2,9 3,7 2,0 2,5 2,9
+ Relatively low fuel consumption
- Somewhat weaker in wet

Pneumant 
Summer ST 2

55 C/C/69 2,0 2,9 3,6 1,8 2,0 2,9
+ Relatively low fuel consumption and wear
- Somewhat weaker in wet

Continental  
PremiumContact 5

64 C/A/70 1,7 1,9 3,5 1,9 3,0 3,0
+ Top score for wet performance, but also good in dry
- Relatively high wear

Goodyear  
EfficientGrip Compact

61 C/B/69 1,9 3,1 3,5 2,1 2,0 3,1
+ Good in the dry, relatively low wear
- Relatively poor in wet

Fulda 
EcoControl

50 E/C/68 2,4 3,2 3,4 2,1 2,0 3,2
+ Relatively low wear
- Relatively weak in wet

Firestone 
Multihawk 2

51 E/C/69 1,6 3,3 3,0 2,4 2,5 3,3
+ Particularly good in dry, low interior noise
- Relatively high consumption, relatively weak in wet

Maxxis1  
Mecotra 3 

51 C/B/69 1,5 3,4 4,1 1,9 2,5 3,4
+ Top marks in the dry
- Relatively weak in wet

Sava 
Perfecta

48 F/C/68 1,7 3,7 3,6 2,2 2,5 3,7
+ Good in the dry
- Weak in the wet

The after market size: some weaknesses
We tested 14 current summer tyres for compact cars, e.g. Ford Ka, Hyundai i10 and  
Picanto, Mazda 2, Mitsubishi Colt, Peugeot 206, Renault Twingo, Seat Mii, Škoda Citigo, 
Subaru Justy, Toyota Yaris and VW up!.

1 According to manufacturer, changed from DOT 3417. Individual scores resulting in downgrading are underlined. Categories for fuel and wet grip efficiency and noise in the EU 
Tyre Label are based on manufacturers’ information. For more about the Tyre Label (in German) see adac/de/infotestrat/reifen

Ranking:  • 0,6–1,5 (very good) • 1,6–2,5 (good) • 2,6–3,5 (Satisfactory) • 3,6–4,5 (Adequate) • 4,6–5,5 (Poor)

T Y R E S  W I T H  W E A K N E S S E S  A R E  D O W N G R A D E D

The ADAC overall score is calculated from the weighted individual scores. However, a tyre’s 
overall score is downgraded if it receives only “satisfactory”, “adequate” or “poor” in the  
safety-relevant test categories of Dry, Wet, Fuel consumption, Wear and High-speed durability. 
The tyre test, conducted by ADAC with its European partner clubs and consumer protection 
organisations, is designed to virtually eliminate manipulation with a multi-level purchasing 
processes, multiple follow-up tests during the main test, and anonymization of the products 
up to final discussion. To read how the ADAC generally implements best-practice test rules,  
visit the website at adac.de/tests (in German only)

Test vehicle: Ford Fiesta
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Test Winner
Summer Tyre Test (175/65 R14T)

ON THE PULSE OF
TECHNOLOGY

AZENIS I FK510

 falkentyres.com

High technology and performance. FALKEN’s racing experience has been successfully 
applied to the new AZENIS FK510: exceptional driving comfort,  rst-class 
performance on dry and wet roads and extremely high aquaplaning resistance all 
guarantee maximum driving pleasure and safety.

Falken Azenis FK510
235/45 ZR 18

Test Winner

Freie Fahrt - Issue 2/2018

HIGHLY
RECOMMENDED

FALKEN
Azenis FK 510

Dimension 225/45 R 17 W/Y
Issue 6 / 2018

Sincera SN832 Ecorun



Seeking contact
Which tyre delivers the safest grip on dry and wet roads? And has an eye to fuel economy 
at the same time? ADAC’s tyre tests cover 30 of the latest summer tyres in two sizes

Test: wet braking. 
With guide rail.

Strong brands make strong products –
which customers are willing to pay 

juicy prices for. That’s how the market 
economy works. And if the manufac
turers had anything to do with it, that’s 
now the tyre market would work too. But 
tyre purchasers are thrifty souls; while 
they’re happy to tick all the boxes for 
 extra features when buying a car (“You 
only buy once…”), they’re tightfisted 
when it comes to everyday driving. As 
soon as they’re asked to pay 500 to 1000 
euros for a set of new tyres, the first 
 question is always “Got that any cheaper?”

As well as expensive premium models, 
all major tyre brands also offer second or 
third models which are available at a 
 lower price. Their performance is delib

What do the 
scores mean?
The lowest-scoring 
 tyre in the wet from 
the 175s (Sava) needs 
10 m more  braking  
distance than the best 
(Conti).  Dangerous! 
The 205 Michelin  
notches up almost 
20,000 km more than 
Giti or  Infinity under 
our special conditions 
(VW Golf, Bavaria, 
 indiv. driving style, 
temperatures etc.).

Source: ADAC Tyre test

AUTO & I NNOVATION

52,2 m

46 000 km

27 000 km

42,7 m

Braking in wet (80–0 km/h): 175/65 R 14
Conti: Score 2,2

Wear: 205/55 R16
Michelin: Score 1,0

Giti: Score 3.0

Sava: Score 3,7

erately engineered to fall somewhat short 
of their topend cousins, so that the lower 
price is justified. At least, that’s the theory, 
because as this year’s tyre test shows, this 
strategy doesn’t always come off.

Tyre size 205/55 R16

In the larger 205 size for compact vehi
cles, six extremely harmonious tyre mo
dels scooped top marks, with three costly 
premium products heading the field: the 
Michelin Primacy 3, which had the lowest 
wear in the test; the Continental Premi
umContact 5 with the lowest fuel con
sumption, and the Turanza T001 from 
Bridgestone, with the best wet perfor
mance.

And yet the budget strategy didn’t work 
this time. Two cheaper second lines 
achieved almost identical scores: Bridge
stone subsidiary Firestone with the Road
hawk, and Conti brand Semperit with 
SpeedLife 2. Top quality for slightly less 
money? Get in!

Eight further brands were ranked “sa
tisfactory”, mainly losing points for 
 poorer handling in wet conditions. Two 
pricy premium products only made it to 
midfield: the strong Pirelli P7 Blue, which 
failed in the wet, and the surprisingly 
weak Goodyear EfficientGrip, with unim
pressive wet performance and high wear. 
The cheaper Fulda brand from the same 
stable ended up two places ahead of its 
Goodyear parent with the EcoControl.

The Infinity Ecosis and Vredestein 
Sportrac 5 failed the ADAC speed test. 
ADAC testing is based on the valid ECE 
standard, but the highspeed tests use a 
dynamometer to simulate lower tyre 
pressure, higher camber and longer run
ning time – a combination of conditions 
that often reflect real life for drivers. Inci
dentally, both tyres passed the less strict 
ECE standard.

Tyre size 175/65 R 14

The generally mediocre results of the 
smaller 175 sizes shows that this size gets 
shabby treatment from highend tyre ma
nufacturers. The reason is simply that 

new vehicles on 14” tyres are no longer 
built. However, there are still plenty of ol
der cars on the road with precisely this si
ze, so that demand is still high.

Given this, it’s not surprising that Fal
ken, a lesserknown Japanese brand from 
the Sumitomo stable, could win. Hard on 
its heels was the Conti subsidiary Sempe
rit, once again winning “good” (the pre
mium Conti lost out in this size due to 
high wear), edging ahead of Dunlop and 
Kleber, Michelin’s second line. The Ener

gy Saver from Michelin, no longer tested, 
has been replaced by the “allweather 
 tyre” CrossClimate. And how did it do? 
Find out in the ADAC AllYear Tyre Tests 
in our May issue.

Text: Thomas Kroher 

Photos: Wolfgang Grube

For more tyre tests in other sizes (German only) 

see adac.de/reifentest

Behind the scenes. Stacks of tyres await their turn. The correct air pressure is important 
for the test results

Ranking:  • 0,6–1,5 (very good) • 1,6–2,5 (good) • 2,6–3,5 (Satisfactory) • 3,6–4,5 (Adequate) • 4,6–5,5 (Poor)

T W O  T Y R E S  B U R S T  I N  A D A C  S P E E D  T E S T

In the ECE-R 30 standard test, tyres have to demonstrate their durability at high 
speeds up to their rated speed index (e.g. V  = 240 km/h). But at incorrect pres-
sure or under heavy loads, tyres may fail even at lower speeds. The ADAC there-
fore tests maximum safety reserves under harsher conditions. This time two 205 
models failed: the Infinity Ecosis (l.) and the Vredestein Sportrac 5 (r.). Both 
passed the ECE test.

* Downgraded as failing ADAC high-speed durability test; passed standard ECE-R 30 test. Individual scores resulting in downgrading are underlined. Categories for fuel and wet grip 
efficiency and noise in the EU Tyre Label are based on manufacturers’ information. For more about the Tyre Label (in German) see adac/de/infotestrat/reifen

Summer tyres 
205/55 R16 
to 240 km/h A
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Weighting 20 % 40 % 10 % 10 % 20 % 100 % Tyre brands in +/- ranking

Michelin 
Primacy 3

97 C/A/69 1,7 2,5 3,1 1,9 1,0 2,1
+ Very well balanced, top score for wear, particularly good in the 
dry but also good in wet

Bridgestone 
Turanza T001 Evo

85 C/A/69 1,9 2,0 3,4 2,1 2,5 2,3
+ Very well-balanced with top score for wet, but also good in dry 
conditions

Continental 
PremiumContact 5 

89 C/A/71 2,2 2,2 3,3 1,7 2,5 2,3
+ Very well-balanced with top score for fuel consumption, also 
great in wet 

Firestone 
Roadhawk

71 C/A/70 1,7 2,2 3,7 2,0 2,5 2,3
+ Very well-balanced, especially good in wet and dry

Hankook  
Ventus Prime 3 K125

74 C/A/71 1,6 2,5 3,4 2,1 2,5 2,4
+ Very well-balanced with top score for dry, but also good in wet

Semperit 
Speed-Life 2

73 C/C/71 2,4 2,1 3,4 2,2 2,5 2,4
+ Very well-balanced, especially good in wet but also good in dry

Esa+Tecar 
Spirit 5HP

61 C/B/69 2,1 2,6 3,7 2,0 2,5 2,6
+ Good in dry conditions 
- Somewhat weaker in the wet compared to the best

Kumho 
Ecsta HS51

66 C/C/69 2,6 2,5 3,2 2,2 2,5 2,6
+ Still a good performance in the wet
- Somewhat weaker in the dry compared to the best

Pirelli 
Cinturato P7 Blue

90 B/A/71 1,7 2,6 3,9 1,8 1,5 2,6
+ Particularly good in the dry, for fuel consumption and wear 
- Somewhat weaker in the wet

Fulda 
EcoControl HP

72 C/B/67 2,6 2,9 3,4 2,2 1,5 2,9
+ Low wear - Relatively weak in the wet, also somewhat weak on 
dry track

Giti  
Premium H1

61 C/A/69 2,7 3,0 3,3 2,2 3,0 3,0
- Relatively weak in wet and dry, somewhat higher wear

Goodyear 
EfficientGrip Perf.

83 B/A/68 2,0 2,8 3,2 1,8 3,0 3,0
+ Good on dry track, low fuel consumption
- Relatively weak in the wet and for wear

Nexen 
N’blue HD Plus

65 C/B/68 2,2 2,7 3,0 2,4 3,0 3,0
+ Lowest interior noise
- Highest fuel consumption, somewhat higher wear

Cooper 
Zeon CS8

72 E/A/69 3,2 3,2 3,2 2,3 2,5 3,2
- Relatively weak in wet and dry

Infinity 
Ecosis

59 C/C/71 3,1 3,2 3,2 2,0 3,0 4,0*
- Relatively weak in wet and dry, somewhat higher wear

Vredestein 
Sportrac 5

78 C/B/70 1,7 2,7 3,1 1,7 1,5 4,0*
+ Top score for fuel consumption, particularly good in the dry and 
for wear - Somewhat weaker in the wet

High level: 6 gain ADAC rating „Good“
The test spanned 16 current summer tyres for car models like Audi A3, BMW 1 Series,  
Dacia Sandero, Fiat 500L, Ford Focus, Hyundai i30, Kia Cee’d, Mazda 3, Mercedes A, B, C 
class, Mini Clubman, Škoda Octavia, Toyota Auris, Volvo V40, VW Caddy, Passat or Touran.

Test vehicle: VW Golf



Seeking contact
Which tyre delivers the safest grip on dry and wet roads? And has an eye to fuel economy 
at the same time? ADAC’s tyre tests cover 30 of the latest summer tyres in two sizes

Test: wet braking. 
With guide rail.

Strong brands make strong products –
which customers are willing to pay 

juicy prices for. That’s how the market 
economy works. And if the manufac
turers had anything to do with it, that’s 
now the tyre market would work too. But 
tyre purchasers are thrifty souls; while 
they’re happy to tick all the boxes for 
 extra features when buying a car (“You 
only buy once…”), they’re tightfisted 
when it comes to everyday driving. As 
soon as they’re asked to pay 500 to 1000 
euros for a set of new tyres, the first 
 question is always “Got that any cheaper?”

As well as expensive premium models, 
all major tyre brands also offer second or 
third models which are available at a 
 lower price. Their performance is delib

What do the 
scores mean?
The lowest-scoring 
 tyre in the wet from 
the 175s (Sava) needs 
10 m more  braking  
distance than the best 
(Conti).  Dangerous! 
The 205 Michelin  
notches up almost 
20,000 km more than 
Giti or  Infinity under 
our special conditions 
(VW Golf, Bavaria, 
 indiv. driving style, 
temperatures etc.).

Source: ADAC Tyre test

AUTO & I NNOVATION

52,2 m

46 000 km

27 000 km

42,7 m

Braking in wet (80–0 km/h): 175/65 R 14
Conti: Score 2,2

Wear: 205/55 R16
Michelin: Score 1,0

Giti: Score 3.0

Sava: Score 3,7

erately engineered to fall somewhat short 
of their topend cousins, so that the lower 
price is justified. At least, that’s the theory, 
because as this year’s tyre test shows, this 
strategy doesn’t always come off.

Tyre size 205/55 R16

In the larger 205 size for compact vehi
cles, six extremely harmonious tyre mo
dels scooped top marks, with three costly 
premium products heading the field: the 
Michelin Primacy 3, which had the lowest 
wear in the test; the Continental Premi
umContact 5 with the lowest fuel con
sumption, and the Turanza T001 from 
Bridgestone, with the best wet perfor
mance.

And yet the budget strategy didn’t work 
this time. Two cheaper second lines 
achieved almost identical scores: Bridge
stone subsidiary Firestone with the Road
hawk, and Conti brand Semperit with 
SpeedLife 2. Top quality for slightly less 
money? Get in!

Eight further brands were ranked “sa
tisfactory”, mainly losing points for 
 poorer handling in wet conditions. Two 
pricy premium products only made it to 
midfield: the strong Pirelli P7 Blue, which 
failed in the wet, and the surprisingly 
weak Goodyear EfficientGrip, with unim
pressive wet performance and high wear. 
The cheaper Fulda brand from the same 
stable ended up two places ahead of its 
Goodyear parent with the EcoControl.

The Infinity Ecosis and Vredestein 
Sportrac 5 failed the ADAC speed test. 
ADAC testing is based on the valid ECE 
standard, but the highspeed tests use a 
dynamometer to simulate lower tyre 
pressure, higher camber and longer run
ning time – a combination of conditions 
that often reflect real life for drivers. Inci
dentally, both tyres passed the less strict 
ECE standard.

Tyre size 175/65 R 14

The generally mediocre results of the 
smaller 175 sizes shows that this size gets 
shabby treatment from highend tyre ma
nufacturers. The reason is simply that 

new vehicles on 14” tyres are no longer 
built. However, there are still plenty of ol
der cars on the road with precisely this si
ze, so that demand is still high.

Given this, it’s not surprising that Fal
ken, a lesserknown Japanese brand from 
the Sumitomo stable, could win. Hard on 
its heels was the Conti subsidiary Sempe
rit, once again winning “good” (the pre
mium Conti lost out in this size due to 
high wear), edging ahead of Dunlop and 
Kleber, Michelin’s second line. The Ener

gy Saver from Michelin, no longer tested, 
has been replaced by the “allweather 
 tyre” CrossClimate. And how did it do? 
Find out in the ADAC AllYear Tyre Tests 
in our May issue.

Text: Thomas Kroher 

Photos: Wolfgang Grube

For more tyre tests in other sizes (German only) 

see adac.de/reifentest

Behind the scenes. Stacks of tyres await their turn. The correct air pressure is important 
for the test results

Ranking:  • 0,6–1,5 (very good) • 1,6–2,5 (good) • 2,6–3,5 (Satisfactory) • 3,6–4,5 (Adequate) • 4,6–5,5 (Poor)

T W O  T Y R E S  B U R S T  I N  A D A C  S P E E D  T E S T

In the ECE-R 30 standard test, tyres have to demonstrate their durability at high 
speeds up to their rated speed index (e.g. V  = 240 km/h). But at incorrect pres-
sure or under heavy loads, tyres may fail even at lower speeds. The ADAC there-
fore tests maximum safety reserves under harsher conditions. This time two 205 
models failed: the Infinity Ecosis (l.) and the Vredestein Sportrac 5 (r.). Both 
passed the ECE test.

* Downgraded as failing ADAC high-speed durability test; passed standard ECE-R 30 test. Individual scores resulting in downgrading are underlined. Categories for fuel and wet grip 
efficiency and noise in the EU Tyre Label are based on manufacturers’ information. For more about the Tyre Label (in German) see adac/de/infotestrat/reifen

Summer tyres 
205/55 R16 
to 240 km/h A
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Weighting 20 % 40 % 10 % 10 % 20 % 100 % Tyre brands in +/- ranking

Michelin 
Primacy 3

97 C/A/69 1,7 2,5 3,1 1,9 1,0 2,1
+ Very well balanced, top score for wear, particularly good in the 
dry but also good in wet

Bridgestone 
Turanza T001 Evo

85 C/A/69 1,9 2,0 3,4 2,1 2,5 2,3
+ Very well-balanced with top score for wet, but also good in dry 
conditions

Continental 
PremiumContact 5 

89 C/A/71 2,2 2,2 3,3 1,7 2,5 2,3
+ Very well-balanced with top score for fuel consumption, also 
great in wet 

Firestone 
Roadhawk

71 C/A/70 1,7 2,2 3,7 2,0 2,5 2,3
+ Very well-balanced, especially good in wet and dry

Hankook  
Ventus Prime 3 K125

74 C/A/71 1,6 2,5 3,4 2,1 2,5 2,4
+ Very well-balanced with top score for dry, but also good in wet

Semperit 
Speed-Life 2

73 C/C/71 2,4 2,1 3,4 2,2 2,5 2,4
+ Very well-balanced, especially good in wet but also good in dry

Esa+Tecar 
Spirit 5HP

61 C/B/69 2,1 2,6 3,7 2,0 2,5 2,6
+ Good in dry conditions 
- Somewhat weaker in the wet compared to the best

Kumho 
Ecsta HS51

66 C/C/69 2,6 2,5 3,2 2,2 2,5 2,6
+ Still a good performance in the wet
- Somewhat weaker in the dry compared to the best

Pirelli 
Cinturato P7 Blue

90 B/A/71 1,7 2,6 3,9 1,8 1,5 2,6
+ Particularly good in the dry, for fuel consumption and wear 
- Somewhat weaker in the wet

Fulda 
EcoControl HP

72 C/B/67 2,6 2,9 3,4 2,2 1,5 2,9
+ Low wear - Relatively weak in the wet, also somewhat weak on 
dry track

Giti  
Premium H1

61 C/A/69 2,7 3,0 3,3 2,2 3,0 3,0
- Relatively weak in wet and dry, somewhat higher wear

Goodyear 
EfficientGrip Perf.

83 B/A/68 2,0 2,8 3,2 1,8 3,0 3,0
+ Good on dry track, low fuel consumption
- Relatively weak in the wet and for wear

Nexen 
N’blue HD Plus

65 C/B/68 2,2 2,7 3,0 2,4 3,0 3,0
+ Lowest interior noise
- Highest fuel consumption, somewhat higher wear

Cooper 
Zeon CS8

72 E/A/69 3,2 3,2 3,2 2,3 2,5 3,2
- Relatively weak in wet and dry

Infinity 
Ecosis

59 C/C/71 3,1 3,2 3,2 2,0 3,0 4,0*
- Relatively weak in wet and dry, somewhat higher wear

Vredestein 
Sportrac 5

78 C/B/70 1,7 2,7 3,1 1,7 1,5 4,0*
+ Top score for fuel consumption, particularly good in the dry and 
for wear - Somewhat weaker in the wet

High level: 6 gain ADAC rating „Good“
The test spanned 16 current summer tyres for car models like Audi A3, BMW 1 Series,  
Dacia Sandero, Fiat 500L, Ford Focus, Hyundai i30, Kia Cee’d, Mazda 3, Mercedes A, B, C 
class, Mini Clubman, Škoda Octavia, Toyota Auris, Volvo V40, VW Caddy, Passat or Touran.

Test vehicle: VW Golf



Seeking contact
Which tyre delivers the safest grip on dry and wet roads? And has an eye to fuel economy 
at the same time? ADAC’s tyre tests cover 30 of the latest summer tyres in two sizes

Test: wet braking. 
With guide rail.

Strong brands make strong products –
which customers are willing to pay 

juicy prices for. That’s how the market 
economy works. And if the manufac
turers had anything to do with it, that’s 
now the tyre market would work too. But 
tyre purchasers are thrifty souls; while 
they’re happy to tick all the boxes for 
 extra features when buying a car (“You 
only buy once…”), they’re tightfisted 
when it comes to everyday driving. As 
soon as they’re asked to pay 500 to 1000 
euros for a set of new tyres, the first 
 question is always “Got that any cheaper?”

As well as expensive premium models, 
all major tyre brands also offer second or 
third models which are available at a 
 lower price. Their performance is delib

What do the 
scores mean?
The lowest-scoring 
 tyre in the wet from 
the 175s (Sava) needs 
10 m more  braking  
distance than the best 
(Conti).  Dangerous! 
The 205 Michelin  
notches up almost 
20,000 km more than 
Giti or  Infinity under 
our special conditions 
(VW Golf, Bavaria, 
 indiv. driving style, 
temperatures etc.).

Source: ADAC Tyre test

AUTO & I NNOVATION

52,2 m

46 000 km

27 000 km

42,7 m

Braking in wet (80–0 km/h): 175/65 R 14
Conti: Score 2,2

Wear: 205/55 R16
Michelin: Score 1,0

Giti: Score 3.0

Sava: Score 3,7

erately engineered to fall somewhat short 
of their topend cousins, so that the lower 
price is justified. At least, that’s the theory, 
because as this year’s tyre test shows, this 
strategy doesn’t always come off.

Tyre size 205/55 R16

In the larger 205 size for compact vehi
cles, six extremely harmonious tyre mo
dels scooped top marks, with three costly 
premium products heading the field: the 
Michelin Primacy 3, which had the lowest 
wear in the test; the Continental Premi
umContact 5 with the lowest fuel con
sumption, and the Turanza T001 from 
Bridgestone, with the best wet perfor
mance.

And yet the budget strategy didn’t work 
this time. Two cheaper second lines 
achieved almost identical scores: Bridge
stone subsidiary Firestone with the Road
hawk, and Conti brand Semperit with 
SpeedLife 2. Top quality for slightly less 
money? Get in!

Eight further brands were ranked “sa
tisfactory”, mainly losing points for 
 poorer handling in wet conditions. Two 
pricy premium products only made it to 
midfield: the strong Pirelli P7 Blue, which 
failed in the wet, and the surprisingly 
weak Goodyear EfficientGrip, with unim
pressive wet performance and high wear. 
The cheaper Fulda brand from the same 
stable ended up two places ahead of its 
Goodyear parent with the EcoControl.

The Infinity Ecosis and Vredestein 
Sportrac 5 failed the ADAC speed test. 
ADAC testing is based on the valid ECE 
standard, but the highspeed tests use a 
dynamometer to simulate lower tyre 
pressure, higher camber and longer run
ning time – a combination of conditions 
that often reflect real life for drivers. Inci
dentally, both tyres passed the less strict 
ECE standard.

Tyre size 175/65 R 14

The generally mediocre results of the 
smaller 175 sizes shows that this size gets 
shabby treatment from highend tyre ma
nufacturers. The reason is simply that 

new vehicles on 14” tyres are no longer 
built. However, there are still plenty of ol
der cars on the road with precisely this si
ze, so that demand is still high.

Given this, it’s not surprising that Fal
ken, a lesserknown Japanese brand from 
the Sumitomo stable, could win. Hard on 
its heels was the Conti subsidiary Sempe
rit, once again winning “good” (the pre
mium Conti lost out in this size due to 
high wear), edging ahead of Dunlop and 
Kleber, Michelin’s second line. The Ener

gy Saver from Michelin, no longer tested, 
has been replaced by the “allweather 
 tyre” CrossClimate. And how did it do? 
Find out in the ADAC AllYear Tyre Tests 
in our May issue.

Text: Thomas Kroher 

Photos: Wolfgang Grube

For more tyre tests in other sizes (German only) 

see adac.de/reifentest

Behind the scenes. Stacks of tyres await their turn. The correct air pressure is important 
for the test results

Ranking:  • 0,6–1,5 (very good) • 1,6–2,5 (good) • 2,6–3,5 (Satisfactory) • 3,6–4,5 (Adequate) • 4,6–5,5 (Poor)

T W O  T Y R E S  B U R S T  I N  A D A C  S P E E D  T E S T

In the ECE-R 30 standard test, tyres have to demonstrate their durability at high 
speeds up to their rated speed index (e.g. V  = 240 km/h). But at incorrect pres-
sure or under heavy loads, tyres may fail even at lower speeds. The ADAC there-
fore tests maximum safety reserves under harsher conditions. This time two 205 
models failed: the Infinity Ecosis (l.) and the Vredestein Sportrac 5 (r.). Both 
passed the ECE test.

* Downgraded as failing ADAC high-speed durability test; passed standard ECE-R 30 test. Individual scores resulting in downgrading are underlined. Categories for fuel and wet grip 
efficiency and noise in the EU Tyre Label are based on manufacturers’ information. For more about the Tyre Label (in German) see adac/de/infotestrat/reifen

Summer tyres 
205/55 R16 
to 240 km/h A
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Weighting 20 % 40 % 10 % 10 % 20 % 100 % Tyre brands in +/- ranking

Michelin 
Primacy 3

97 C/A/69 1,7 2,5 3,1 1,9 1,0 2,1
+ Very well balanced, top score for wear, particularly good in the 
dry but also good in wet

Bridgestone 
Turanza T001 Evo

85 C/A/69 1,9 2,0 3,4 2,1 2,5 2,3
+ Very well-balanced with top score for wet, but also good in dry 
conditions

Continental 
PremiumContact 5 

89 C/A/71 2,2 2,2 3,3 1,7 2,5 2,3
+ Very well-balanced with top score for fuel consumption, also 
great in wet 

Firestone 
Roadhawk

71 C/A/70 1,7 2,2 3,7 2,0 2,5 2,3
+ Very well-balanced, especially good in wet and dry

Hankook  
Ventus Prime 3 K125

74 C/A/71 1,6 2,5 3,4 2,1 2,5 2,4
+ Very well-balanced with top score for dry, but also good in wet

Semperit 
Speed-Life 2

73 C/C/71 2,4 2,1 3,4 2,2 2,5 2,4
+ Very well-balanced, especially good in wet but also good in dry

Esa+Tecar 
Spirit 5HP

61 C/B/69 2,1 2,6 3,7 2,0 2,5 2,6
+ Good in dry conditions 
- Somewhat weaker in the wet compared to the best

Kumho 
Ecsta HS51

66 C/C/69 2,6 2,5 3,2 2,2 2,5 2,6
+ Still a good performance in the wet
- Somewhat weaker in the dry compared to the best

Pirelli 
Cinturato P7 Blue

90 B/A/71 1,7 2,6 3,9 1,8 1,5 2,6
+ Particularly good in the dry, for fuel consumption and wear 
- Somewhat weaker in the wet

Fulda 
EcoControl HP

72 C/B/67 2,6 2,9 3,4 2,2 1,5 2,9
+ Low wear - Relatively weak in the wet, also somewhat weak on 
dry track

Giti  
Premium H1

61 C/A/69 2,7 3,0 3,3 2,2 3,0 3,0
- Relatively weak in wet and dry, somewhat higher wear

Goodyear 
EfficientGrip Perf.

83 B/A/68 2,0 2,8 3,2 1,8 3,0 3,0
+ Good on dry track, low fuel consumption
- Relatively weak in the wet and for wear

Nexen 
N’blue HD Plus

65 C/B/68 2,2 2,7 3,0 2,4 3,0 3,0
+ Lowest interior noise
- Highest fuel consumption, somewhat higher wear

Cooper 
Zeon CS8

72 E/A/69 3,2 3,2 3,2 2,3 2,5 3,2
- Relatively weak in wet and dry

Infinity 
Ecosis

59 C/C/71 3,1 3,2 3,2 2,0 3,0 4,0*
- Relatively weak in wet and dry, somewhat higher wear

Vredestein 
Sportrac 5

78 C/B/70 1,7 2,7 3,1 1,7 1,5 4,0*
+ Top score for fuel consumption, particularly good in the dry and 
for wear - Somewhat weaker in the wet

High level: 6 gain ADAC rating „Good“
The test spanned 16 current summer tyres for car models like Audi A3, BMW 1 Series,  
Dacia Sandero, Fiat 500L, Ford Focus, Hyundai i30, Kia Cee’d, Mazda 3, Mercedes A, B, C 
class, Mini Clubman, Škoda Octavia, Toyota Auris, Volvo V40, VW Caddy, Passat or Touran.

Test vehicle: VW Golf
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Summer tyres 
175/65 R14 T 
to 190 km/h A
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Weighting 20 % 40 % 10 % 10 % 20 % 100 % Tyre brands in +/- ranking

Falken  
Sincera SN832 Ecorun

51 C/A/69 1,6 2,2 3,8 2,3 2,5 2,3
+ Very well-balanced summer tyre, especially good in dry but also good 
in wet

Semperit 
Comfort-Life 2

52 E/C/70 2,3 2,0 3,5 2,1 2,5 2,4
+ Very well-balanced summer tyre, especially 
good in wet

Dunlop 
Street Response 2

62 C/B/68 1,8 2,6 3,6 1,9 2,5 2,6
+ Good in the dry
- Shows some weaknesses in wet compared to the top scorers

Kleber 

Dynaxer HP3
57 E/B/69 1,8 2,8 4,1 2,4 2,0 2,8

+ Good in the dry, relatively low wear 
- Somewhat weaker in wet, relatively high fuel consumption, pretty loud

Vredestein
T-Trac 2

54 E/B/70 2,5 2,8 3,8 1,8 2,0 2,8
+ Relatively low fuel consumption and wear 
- Somewhat weaker in wet

Apollo 
Amazer 4G Eco

49 C/B/70 1,8 2,9 3,5 1,6 2,5 2,9
+ Top marks for consumption, good in dry
- Somewhat weaker in wet

Pirelli  
Cinturato P1 Verde

64 C/B/69 2,4 2,9 3,7 2,0 2,5 2,9
+ Relatively low fuel consumption
- Somewhat weaker in wet

Pneumant 
Summer ST 2

55 C/C/69 2,0 2,9 3,6 1,8 2,0 2,9
+ Relatively low fuel consumption and wear
- Somewhat weaker in wet

Continental  
PremiumContact 5

64 C/A/70 1,7 1,9 3,5 1,9 3,0 3,0
+ Top score for wet performance, but also good in dry
- Relatively high wear

Goodyear  
EfficientGrip Compact

61 C/B/69 1,9 3,1 3,5 2,1 2,0 3,1
+ Good in the dry, relatively low wear
- Relatively poor in wet

Fulda 
EcoControl

50 E/C/68 2,4 3,2 3,4 2,1 2,0 3,2
+ Relatively low wear
- Relatively weak in wet

Firestone 
Multihawk 2

51 E/C/69 1,6 3,3 3,0 2,4 2,5 3,3
+ Particularly good in dry, low interior noise
- Relatively high consumption, relatively weak in wet

Maxxis1  
Mecotra 3 

51 C/B/69 1,5 3,4 4,1 1,9 2,5 3,4
+ Top marks in the dry
- Relatively weak in wet

Sava 
Perfecta

48 F/C/68 1,7 3,7 3,6 2,2 2,5 3,7
+ Good in the dry
- Weak in the wet

The after market size: some weaknesses
We tested 14 current summer tyres for compact cars, e.g. Ford Ka, Hyundai i10 and  
Picanto, Mazda 2, Mitsubishi Colt, Peugeot 206, Renault Twingo, Seat Mii, Škoda Citigo, 
Subaru Justy, Toyota Yaris and VW up!.

1 According to manufacturer, changed from DOT 3417. Individual scores resulting in downgrading are underlined. Categories for fuel and wet grip efficiency and noise in the EU 
Tyre Label are based on manufacturers’ information. For more about the Tyre Label (in German) see adac/de/infotestrat/reifen

Ranking:  • 0,6–1,5 (very good) • 1,6–2,5 (good) • 2,6–3,5 (Satisfactory) • 3,6–4,5 (Adequate) • 4,6–5,5 (Poor)

T Y R E S  W I T H  W E A K N E S S E S  A R E  D O W N G R A D E D

The ADAC overall score is calculated from the weighted individual scores. However, a tyre’s 
overall score is downgraded if it receives only “satisfactory”, “adequate” or “poor” in the  
safety-relevant test categories of Dry, Wet, Fuel consumption, Wear and High-speed durability. 
The tyre test, conducted by ADAC with its European partner clubs and consumer protection 
organisations, is designed to virtually eliminate manipulation with a multi-level purchasing 
processes, multiple follow-up tests during the main test, and anonymization of the products 
up to final discussion. To read how the ADAC generally implements best-practice test rules,  
visit the website at adac.de/tests (in German only)

Test vehicle: Ford Fiesta
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Test Winner
Summer Tyre Test (175/65 R14T)

ON THE PULSE OF
TECHNOLOGY

AZENIS I FK510

 falkentyres.com

High technology and performance. FALKEN’s racing experience has been successfully 
applied to the new AZENIS FK510: exceptional driving comfort,  rst-class 
performance on dry and wet roads and extremely high aquaplaning resistance all 
guarantee maximum driving pleasure and safety.

Falken Azenis FK510
235/45 ZR 18

Test Winner

Freie Fahrt - Issue 2/2018

HIGHLY
RECOMMENDED

FALKEN
Azenis FK 510

Dimension 225/45 R 17 W/Y
Issue 6 / 2018

Sincera SN832 Ecorun
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Weighting 20 % 40 % 10 % 10 % 20 % 100 % Tyre brands in +/- ranking

Falken  
Sincera SN832 Ecorun

51 C/A/69 1,6 2,2 3,8 2,3 2,5 2,3
+ Very well-balanced summer tyre, especially good in dry but also good 
in wet

Semperit 
Comfort-Life 2

52 E/C/70 2,3 2,0 3,5 2,1 2,5 2,4
+ Very well-balanced summer tyre, especially 
good in wet

Dunlop 
Street Response 2

62 C/B/68 1,8 2,6 3,6 1,9 2,5 2,6
+ Good in the dry
- Shows some weaknesses in wet compared to the top scorers

Kleber 

Dynaxer HP3
57 E/B/69 1,8 2,8 4,1 2,4 2,0 2,8

+ Good in the dry, relatively low wear 
- Somewhat weaker in wet, relatively high fuel consumption, pretty loud

Vredestein
T-Trac 2

54 E/B/70 2,5 2,8 3,8 1,8 2,0 2,8
+ Relatively low fuel consumption and wear 
- Somewhat weaker in wet

Apollo 
Amazer 4G Eco

49 C/B/70 1,8 2,9 3,5 1,6 2,5 2,9
+ Top marks for consumption, good in dry
- Somewhat weaker in wet

Pirelli  
Cinturato P1 Verde

64 C/B/69 2,4 2,9 3,7 2,0 2,5 2,9
+ Relatively low fuel consumption
- Somewhat weaker in wet

Pneumant 
Summer ST 2

55 C/C/69 2,0 2,9 3,6 1,8 2,0 2,9
+ Relatively low fuel consumption and wear
- Somewhat weaker in wet

Continental  
PremiumContact 5

64 C/A/70 1,7 1,9 3,5 1,9 3,0 3,0
+ Top score for wet performance, but also good in dry
- Relatively high wear

Goodyear  
EfficientGrip Compact

61 C/B/69 1,9 3,1 3,5 2,1 2,0 3,1
+ Good in the dry, relatively low wear
- Relatively poor in wet

Fulda 
EcoControl

50 E/C/68 2,4 3,2 3,4 2,1 2,0 3,2
+ Relatively low wear
- Relatively weak in wet

Firestone 
Multihawk 2

51 E/C/69 1,6 3,3 3,0 2,4 2,5 3,3
+ Particularly good in dry, low interior noise
- Relatively high consumption, relatively weak in wet

Maxxis1  
Mecotra 3 

51 C/B/69 1,5 3,4 4,1 1,9 2,5 3,4
+ Top marks in the dry
- Relatively weak in wet

Sava 
Perfecta

48 F/C/68 1,7 3,7 3,6 2,2 2,5 3,7
+ Good in the dry
- Weak in the wet

The after market size: some weaknesses
We tested 14 current summer tyres for compact cars, e.g. Ford Ka, Hyundai i10 and  
Picanto, Mazda 2, Mitsubishi Colt, Peugeot 206, Renault Twingo, Seat Mii, Škoda Citigo, 
Subaru Justy, Toyota Yaris and VW up!.

1 According to manufacturer, changed from DOT 3417. Individual scores resulting in downgrading are underlined. Categories for fuel and wet grip efficiency and noise in the EU 
Tyre Label are based on manufacturers’ information. For more about the Tyre Label (in German) see adac/de/infotestrat/reifen

Ranking:  • 0,6–1,5 (very good) • 1,6–2,5 (good) • 2,6–3,5 (Satisfactory) • 3,6–4,5 (Adequate) • 4,6–5,5 (Poor)

T Y R E S  W I T H  W E A K N E S S E S  A R E  D O W N G R A D E D

The ADAC overall score is calculated from the weighted individual scores. However, a tyre’s 
overall score is downgraded if it receives only “satisfactory”, “adequate” or “poor” in the  
safety-relevant test categories of Dry, Wet, Fuel consumption, Wear and High-speed durability. 
The tyre test, conducted by ADAC with its European partner clubs and consumer protection 
organisations, is designed to virtually eliminate manipulation with a multi-level purchasing 
processes, multiple follow-up tests during the main test, and anonymization of the products 
up to final discussion. To read how the ADAC generally implements best-practice test rules,  
visit the website at adac.de/tests (in German only)
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